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CLUB NIGHT: 17 SEPTEMBER 2009 8.00 PM: THE ROYAL OA K, WHATLINGTON 
 
 
Apart from the meeting on 27 August, there has been just one event to report on, since the last 
newsletter. This was the combined annual Car Competition and Driving Test, held at Satinstown Farm 
on Saturday 15 August.  
 
The weather stayed dry, if rather cool and breezy. 12 members attended and the first part of the 
proceedings was devoted to the Car Competition. However, In addition to rating other members’ cars 
according to the usual criteria (most original, dirtiest wheels, etc.), this year’s Competition included a 
novel element. Each owner had to produce five items of recommended safety equipment, not 
necessarily a legal requirement in the UK. After some head-scratching a range of different articles was 
produced and it will be interesting to hear what the organisers had in mind, when the results are 
announced!  
 
After the equipment had been stowed away, it was time for the Driving Test. In the first round, each 
team had to drive in and out of a series of boxes and negotiate a slalom course, all marked by traffic 
cones; in forward and reverse gears and against the clock. That was the easy part! The second round 
involved a similar series of manoeuvres, but with the driver blindfolded and relying on directions from 
his/her ‘co-pilot’. The ‘parallel-parking’ exercise in this round proved to be challenging, although one or 
two of the ladies, seemed to park closer to the ‘kerb’ whilst blindfolded than they do normally! 
 

  
How close do you park to your garage wall? Now try doing it without the blindfold! 

 
After the fun and games, it was time to adjourn for tea and a chat. Thanks go to Nigel and Dee for 
organising the Car Competition; Pat and Heather for the Driving Test and John Seymour for hosting the 
combined event. As always, the results will be announced at the annual dinner/dance in December. 
 
None of our members made it to the Goodwood Breakfast Club on 30 August, so there’s nothing to 
report here. 
 
Next, it’s over to Nigel: 
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David & Jane’s Bash at Windmill Cottage Saturday 12  September  (Copy of e-mail sent to all members) 
 

Further to the note in the Newsletter, and the discussion at the last meeting, David has suggested that 
we arrive at about 1 pm when the barbeque can be started and if the weather is good we can take full 
advantage of their swimming pool and play the ‘games’ croquet/boules etc into the evening. 
  
As usual please bring with you the food you want to cook/eat etc and your drink. Also it might be wise to 
put your chairs in the car in case they are needed. 
  
Directions to Windmill Cottage Stream Lane Sedlescombe 
  
Post code:        TN33 0PB                 Telephone:        01424 870716 (in case you get lost) 
  
Windmill Cottage is situated on the junction of Stream Lane and the A21 some 600 yards south of the 
Royal Oak at Whatlington. Entrance to the cottage is on the left hand side, 50m south of Stream Lane 
on the A21. David suggests that you turn around at the top of the drive (outside the garages) to ease 
your exit. 
  
The following co-ordinates pasted into Google Earth/Sat Nav will give you an idea of where the house is 
situated:    
 
50.941119N, 0.514171E   
  
If you have not yet indicated that you are coming names to Nigel please. 
 
 
Goodwood Revival Friday 18 September  
 
Meet at the lay by, east of Lewes on A27 (Newmarket Inn) to LEAVE at 6.30 am 
 
Norfolk Broads Holiday Sunday 4 October>  
 
Travel arrangement to Harlow on Sunday and onwards via Saffron Walden (Waitrose and possibly 
Mocha Café) to be discussed at September meeting 
 
Annual Dinner Dance  
 
Have you booked your place at our Annual Gathering? If not, why not?  
The Club needs its members support to make this event worthwhile.   
£5 deposit per head by return, direct into Club’s Bank account, names to Nigel 
Menu choice will be issued with the October Newsletter and final payment by the end of October 
 
Last Month’s Caption Competition  
 

 

Suggestions were: 
  

How do they put these Grandstands together? Marcia 
Where's my bloody glasses? Nigel 
Shame there is no sand Victoria 
One, Two, Three Bum's a Daisy Anon 
OK Nigel you have shafted us with the subs you might as 
well go the whole hog! Pat 
I should have gone to Specsavers Val 
Get up Mohammed Jeff 
Somewhere to park my bike! AnnE 
I guess I will have to manage without the pickled onion Ian 
I knew I shouldn't have had that last gin! Dee 

 
and the winner is:- 
 
Wait until Thursday night! 
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Peter and Gill, will be organising the annual Time Trial on the same day as the outing to Scotney Castle, 
near Lamberhurst. Peter writes: 
 
Details of the Time Trial have not been finalised yet, but a morning run followed by a pub lunch is 
planned. 
 
In the afternoon a trip to the Scotney Castle, where the National Trust have recently added a shop and 
tea room to the celebrated gardens, which were designed around the ruins of a 14th-century moated 
castle, where a fine collection of trees and shrubs should providing rich autumn colours. There are fine 
walks through the estate, with its parkland, woodland, hop farm, and wonderful vistas and viewpoints. 
  
 
 
Finally, the MG Owners’ Club have circulated the following advertisement in case it is of interest to event 
organisers. Arundel is a bit off our usual patch but, if anyone is planning a longer run, it might be worth 
considering. Other Area Secretaries have confirmed that it is a good venue with stunning views and 
suitable for all but the largest gatherings; although it is popular with groups of bikers, so advance 
booking is recommended. 
 
We have been contacted by Whiteways Cafe, Arundel who offer parking, food/drink and picturesque 
surroundings which they feel could be a great option for clubs hosting runs.  
  
Start/finish locations for runs which have sufficient car parking capacity and facilities can be hard to find, 
so I hope that you don't mind us passing this information on to you. 
  
Details for further info or enquiries are: 
www.whitewayscafe.com 
Telephone: 01798 813892 
 
 
Marcia and I present our apologies for absence from the Club Night on 17 September, as we will be 
travelling to Emsworth that evening to stay with our son, en-route to the Goodwood Revival. However, I 
hope that others will be able to make the meeting. 
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