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CLUB NIGHT: 15 OCTOBER 2009 8.00 PM: THE ROYAL OAK,  WHATLINGTON 
 
 
This newsletter is a couple of days later than usual because most of the Committee only returned 
yesterday from the Club Holiday to the Norfolk Broads. More of that in a minute. 
 
Taking place just before the last Club Night but too late for a report to appear in the newsletter, was the 
afternoon of games etc. at David and Jane’s house in Sedlescombe on 12 September.  
 

 

12 members attended and, suitably lubricated with 
a couple of glasses of wine, it was time for a game 
of croquet or boules. It was a fine, warm afternoon 

and some of the braver souls ventured into the 
pool. Before anyone could get round to the large-
scale game of snakes and ladders, the barbecue 

was fired-up the barbecue and we got down to the 
serious business of eating and drinking. The 
consensus was that David is now the Club’s 

banoffee pie-making champion; the judges having 
made short work of this particular offering. All too 
soon, the proceedings drew to a close, but many 

thanks go to David and Jane for hosting a very 
enjoyable afternoon and organising the weather to 

match. 
 

No-one got around to the snakes and ladders 

 

 

Most entered into the spirit of the event  (Photo: Jeff Lister) 

The following Friday, 18 September, 13 members 
and one guest attended Practice Day at the 
Goodwood Revival meeting. Most entered into the 
spirit of the event by donning costumes 
reminiscent of the 40’s, 50’s or 60’s and an 
interesting day both on and off the track was 
marred only by a chill breeze. Apart from the 
racing and the usual aerial displays by the Battle 
of Britain Memorial Flight, highlights this year 
included special parades to mark Stirling Moss’s 
80th birthday and 50 years of the Mini; not to 
mention a guest appearance by Mr Bean driving 
around Goodwood on a sofa tied to the roof of his 
Mini. Some of you may have seen recorded 
highlights of the Revival meeting which were 
shown a couple of weeks ago on television. 
 

 
Next up was the Club Holiday to the Norfolk Broads which started officially on Monday 5 October. 
However, four couples (Peter and Victoria, Peter and Gill, Nigel and Dee and Marcia and I) set off for 
Knole House at Sevenoaks around midday the day before. It was bright but rather chilly when we arrived  
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to be greeted by the herd of fallow deer. Having warmed ourselves up with a lunch of ‘home-made’ soup 
and completed our tour of the house, there was still time to spare before moving on to our overnight stop 
at North Weald so we decided to call at the Lakeside Shopping Centre in Thurrock for a little ‘retail 
therapy’. After considerable browsing but little actual shopping, it was just a short hop to the Travelodge 
hotel and dinner at the nearby Kings Head. 
 
The following morning we were on the road before 08.00 hrs. heading for breakfast at the renowned 
Mocca Café in Saffron Waldon. Here we met up with Jeff and Anne, who had set off at the crack of 
dawn, and we were not disappointed by the all-day breakfast. After a brief victualling stop at the 
Waitrose Supermarket, it was time to hit the road again, arriving at the boatyard in Stalham around 
midday in good time for the start of the hiring.  
 
After booking-in, collecting our lifejackets etc. and stowing our gear, there was a brief session of 
instruction and a short familiarisation run, before we were let loose on the unsuspecting sailing 
community. Peter, Victoria, Marcia and I were in Top Gem 1 – otherwise known as ‘Top Gun’, Jeff and 
Anne in Broadland Lass – or was that ‘Broadland Lost’?, Nigel and Dee in (Gay) Cavalier and Peter and 
Gill in San Julian. Peter G had circulated a suggested itinerary for the week and we had intended to 
rendezvous with the other boats before heading for the first overnight mooring at Neatishead. However, 
we had not bargained on the sheer scale of the boat hire operation at Stalham, where there were 
hundreds of boats moored at 3 or 4 different quays spread over several acres.  
 

 
Part of the Ship’s Company of ‘Top Gun’ at Neatishead  

Our boats were not moored at the same quay and 
the sheer volume of craft leaving the boatyard 
meant that it was impossible to moor alongside the 
exit channel to await the arrival of the other boats. 
 
Having stooged around the more spacious waters 
of Barton Broad for an hour or more, Top Gun 
headed for Neatishead. Subsequently we heard 
that the other members of the flotilla had moored 
for the night further down the River Ant at How 
Hill. The crew of Top Gun enjoyed a tasty meal at 
the White Horse in Neatishead before settling 
down for a restful night at the tranquil moorings. 

 
After a leisurely breakfast and topping-up the water tank, Top Gun ‘set sail’ for the beautiful South 
Walsham Broad, where Peter G’s itinerary advised us to ‘drop our mud anchor mid-broad and have 
lunch al-fresco amid the ducks and swans’. When we arrived, we found that it was, indeed a beautiful 
spot with lots of birdlife but no sooner had we dropped our mud-anchor than a local boatman motored 
over to advise us that anchoring was prohibited in the Broad! Plan B was put into effect and we enjoyed 
our picnic lunch moored alongside and lower down the Broad. In the meantime, Peter G reported that 
they had been unable to wake Jeff and Anne (no doubt sleeping-off the effects of their very early start 
the morning before!) so had left them at How Hill and Gay Cavalier and San Julian were heading for the 
River Bure and Ranworth Broad. That was the final ‘radio contact’ with the rest of the flotilla, although 
we did see Broadland Lost, briefly, on the final evening, as it approached the moorings at Sutton Broad, 
only to execute a sharp about turn and disappear into the sunset. 
 
Top Gun continued with the pre-planned itinerary, spending the following nights on moorings at Acle 
Bridge, Potter Heigham and Sutton Staithe. Having enjoyed a couple of splendid meals in riverside pubs 
and restaurants on previous evenings we decided to spend our final evening on board and sat down to a 
veritable feast of roast chicken with ‘all the trimmings’, washed down with a couple of bottles of wine. On 
Friday morning we returned to the boatyard at 09.00 hrs. to be impressed yet again by the efficiency of 
the handover process. We couldn’t see any sign of the rest of the flotilla and were on the road again 
within 15 minutes and home in time for lunch. We assume that the other members enjoyed their holiday 
and doubtless we will hear more of their experiences at next week’s Club Night. Thanks go to Nigel, 
once again, for making all the bookings. 
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Looking ahead to the Club Night, will all those who won trophies last year please re turn them to me 
on 15 October or by 23 October at the latest , so that they can be engraved in readiness for 
presentation at the annual dinner-dance on 4 December? 
 
On Sunday 18 October Peter and Gill are organising the Club Time Trial in conjunction with the 
scheduled visit to Scotney Castle. Peter writes:- 
 
 
The time trial will start from the car park at Sainsbury’s supermarket Sedlescombe Road North, by the 
recycling bins. Please arrive for 10.15am, so the first car can be away by 10.30am. 
 
The run will take approximately 1½ hrs. finishing at a  Pub with a view to having a drink before lunch at 
around 12.30am. 
 
The afternoon visit to Scotney Castle is planned to start at 2.30pm, don’t forget your National Trust 
membership card. 
 
Please let Peter know if you will be coming on the run; having lunch and or just visiting the Castle. Email 
P.Gosnay@tiscali.co.uk or phone 01424 425294. 
 
 
Also in the coming month, Nigel is organising the second leg of the 10-pin bowling competition,  at 
Hailsham Leisure Centre, on Thursday 22 October and an outing to watch the London-Brighton Veteran 
Car Run on Sunday 1 November. Unfortunately his computer crashed just before we left for Norfolk but 
he has provided the following update:- 
 
 
As a result of a computer failure which rendered  it as useful as Monty Python's parrot an addition to the 
Newsletter will be distributed within the next few days, after I have set up the new computer, with details 
of the Bowling on Thursday 22 October and of the Annual Dinner Dance etc.etc. 
 
So please check your emails. 
 
 
 
 
On Wednesday 4 November, Peter and Gill are organising the trip to London to see a matinee 
performance of Breakfast at Tiffany’s. No doubt those due to attend will discuss detailed timings etc. at 
the Club Night. 
 
 
I hope to see you at the Royal Oak on Thursday evening. 
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10 October 2009�


