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CLUB NIGHT: 19 NOVEMBER 2009 8.00 PM: THE ROYAL OAK , WHATLINGTON

Another busy month has passed as we head into the ‘closed season’. A couple of days after the last
Club Night, 12 members turned out for the penultimate trophy event of the year, the Time Trial
(organised by last year’s runners-up - Peter and Gill Gosnhay) which, this year, was combined with a visit

to Scotney Castle near Lamberhurst.

We met in Sainsbury’s car park at Sedlescombe
Road on a fine, bright morning, in time to set off at
intervals of five minutes or so. Some of us went
horribly wrong within the first couple of miles and
because of the format of the directions (despite
their clarity and simplicity) found it difficult if not
impossible to get back on to the correct route.
However, no one had to open their ‘panic
envelopes’ and all arrived at the finishing point in
Burwash Weald within a few minutes of each other.
Here we enjoyed a leisurely lunch at the Wheel Inn,
before driving the short distance to Scotney Castle.
Owned by the National Trust, this is a Victorian
country house set in over 750 acres of parkland.

Romantic Ruins of the 14 ™ Century Scotney Castle

The results of the Time Trial will be announced at the

Crews confer at the Start of the Time Trial

The house was designed to take advantage of
views over the ruins of a 14" Century moated
castle and the builders did their bit to hasten the
deterioration of the ruins in order to achieve the
full romantic effect which they were seeking. It's
difficult to see them getting planning permission
for such a project now!

Everyone took the opportunity to tour the house
and stroll in the grounds, where the autumn
colours were magnificent. Having inspected the
Castle ruins there was time for further refreshment
in the tearooms before heading homewards.

Thanks go to Peter and Gill for organising a very
enjoyable day.

annual Dinner-Dance on 4 December.
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On the evening of Thursday 22 October 14 members met to contest the second leg of the Club’s 10-pin
bowling competition at the Freedom Bowl, Hailsham Leisure Centre. Many of those taking part rounded
off the evening with a meal at a local Italian restaurant. The scores of both rounds of the bowling have
been aggregated with the results of the other competitions and quizzes held during the year to
determine the overall winner and runners-up of the annual Games Competition. Again the winner and
runners-up will be announced at the Dinner Dance and thanks go to Nigel for making all the
arrangements for the Competition.

On Saturday 1 November, various members took part in an outing to see participants in the London-
Brighton Veteran Car Run. Marcia and | couldn’t be there and no one has provided me with a report, so
you will have to ask those who attended if you are interested.

Keeping up the pace, on Wednesday 4 November, 10 members travelled
by train to see a matinee performance of Breakfast at Tiffany’s, starring
Anna Friel and Joseph Cross, at the Theatre Royal, Haymarket.

Based on a short story by Truman Capote, the play is set in New York
during Word War Il. Good-time girl Holly Golightly has many male
admirers including William Parsons, a poor writer form the Deep South,
but she has set her sights on marrying a rich husband. Just as she
begins to fall for William, her past catches up with her!

After a very enjoyable meal at the Boulevard Dining Room in Old

Compton Street, which was once again excellent value for money, there
Holly Golightly (Anna Friel) with was time for a brisk walk to take in the Regent Street and Oxford Street
the Real Star of the Show Christmas lights before catching the train home.

Not the usual fare for Club theatre trips but very enjoyable nonetheless and many thanks go to Peter
and Gill for making the arrangements.

This coming Saturday (14 November) a group will be attending the Classic Motor Show at the National
Exhibition Centre in Birmingham. A report will be included in next month’s newsletter.

There is one change to the published programme for the remainder of the year. Please note that the
Club’s Christmas Party at Satinstown Farm has been brought forward a week to 19.00 hours on
Friday 11 December. This is before the December Club Night, so | expect that we will discuss the
catering arrangements at next week’s meeting.

Finally, Nigel’s bit:

Annual Dinner Dance Friday 4 December

PowderMills Hotel Powdermill Lane Battle please arrive from 19:15 hours for drinks from the bar, dinner
will be served at 20:00 hours and coffee and mince pies will be served in the Music Room after the
dinner, when the Trophy presentation will take place.

Please remember that the Hotel has a dress code so please ensure that you are wearing one.

That's all for now. | hope to see you at the Royal Oak next Thursday evening.
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